
 

English IV Summer Reading Assignment  
 
Students must read one of the following works:  
 

• Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe – A novel telling of the life of Okonkwo, a tribal leader in Nigeria, as his 
village comes in contact with white missionaries and…things fall apart.  

• Blink by Malcolm Gladwell – A non-fiction work that focuses on split-second decisions and their power, 
using stories about heart attack triage, speed dating, and selling cars to stress Gladwell’s message.  

 

• The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams – characters visit the legendary planet Magrathea, 
home to the now-collapsed planet-building industry, and meet a planetary coastline designer who was 
responsible for the fjords of Norway. Through recordings, he relates the story of a race of hyper-intelligent 
pan-dimensional beings who built a computer named Deep Thought to calculate the Answer to the 
Ultimate Question of Life, the Universe, and Everything.  
 

• And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie – the most popular mystery of all time, in which ten guests 
are invited to an island mansion where murders begin happening that mirror a nursery rhyme.  

 

• All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy – a western novel about a young man who decides to venture 
south to Mexico with his best friend to try and be cowboys, written by the author of No Country for Old 
Men.  

Students will use their selected work as reference when they fill out the attached Novel Knowledge worksheet.  

  



Part I. Syntax 

Using your selected novel, find examples of the following types of sentences, and use them to fill in the blanks on the 

right. 

Type of Sentence and 

Explanation 

Example Example from Your Novel  

(with page number) 

Simple sentence – contains 

only one independent clause 

He opened the can of 

beans. (Ch. 3, Pg. 123) 

 

 

 

 

Compound sentence - contains 

more than one independent 

clause 

He opened the can of 

beans and she fought 

three bears. (Ch. 5, Pg. 

133) 

 

 

 

 

Complex sentence - contains 

an independent clause and at 

least one dependent clause 

While he opened the can 

of beans, Patricia jumped 

on the dog. (Ch. 4, Pg. 156) 

 

 

 

 

Compound-complex sentence - 

contains more than one 

independent clause and at least 

one dependent clause  

While he opened the can 

of beans, the hurricane 

came closer and Sheila 

changed a diaper. (Ch. 8, 

Pg. 177) 

 

Declarative sentence states an 

idea or event. 

 

 

The worksheet was easy, 

so Paul finished it quickly. 

(Ch. 19, Pg. 333) 

 

Exclamatory sentence 

expresses strong feelings by 

making an exclamation. 

 

Paul was finished with his 

work before he even 

realized it! (Ch. 27, Pg. 

608) 

 



Imperative sentence makes a 

command or request. 

Do your assignment now 

so you can be like Paul. 

(Ch. 1, Pg. 22) 

 

 

 

 

Interrogative sentence asks a 

question. 

Do you realize how easy it 

is to do this?(Ch. 2, Pg. 22) 

 

 

 

 

 

Part II. Figurative Language 

Using your selected novel, find examples of the following types of figurative language and use those examples to fill in 

the blanks on the right, including the page number. 

Type of Figurative 

Language and Explanation 

Example Your Example from Novel 

(and Page Number) 

Simile - a comparison of 

two unlike things using 

“like” or “as” 

Opening a can of beans is like 

falling into a lake.     (Ch. 1, Pg. 

3.4) 

 

 

 

 

Metaphor - an implied 

comparison of two unlike 

things. 

Opening a can of beans is 

fighting against the waves. 

(Ch. 6, Pg. 1331) 

 

Personification - figurative 

language that gives human 

traits to non-human items. 

The can of beans gasped in 

surprise. (Ch. 9, Pg. 444) 

 

 

 

 

 

Hyperbole - figurative 

language in which an 

obvious overstatement or 

exaggeration occurs. 

The entire world was waiting 

for the can of beans to be 

opened. Ch. 7, (Pg. 100) 

 

Part III. Themes! 



A theme is the universal message that a novel or story expresses. Sometimes it is obvious, and sometimes it is implied. 

The theme will be advice that all humans could use. Most works will have more than one possible theme. What is the 

lesson your book’s author is trying to convey? How do you know? Write your answer below, using complete sentences. 

Remember to defend your point by citing text evidence. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 


